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Glossop-Dale  Rural  District. 


SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 


ANNUAL  report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1907. 


To  the  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Glossop-Dale 

Rural  District. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1907. 

Your  population  in  1891  was  4,383,  and  in  1901  it 
was  4,161,  giving  a decrease  of  232  in  the  ten  years. 


The  district  extends  in  one  direction  from  Woodhead 
Railway  Tunnel  to  the  river  Goyt,  which  joins  the  Etherow 
near  Marple  Bridge.  In  the  other  direction  it  extends  from 
the  Etherow  to  the  top  of  the  ridge  of  hills  between  Glossop 
and  the  Woodlands.  Out  of  this  district  is  to  he  taken  the 
Borough  of  Glossop.  All  the  remainder  is  Rural  District. 
It  lies  upon  grit  stone,  shale,  and  lower  coal  measures. 
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STATISTICS. 

The  Area  of  the  District  17,893  acres 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses...  ...  922 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House  4*5 
Population  (Census  1901)  ...  ...  4,151 

The  births  in  the  district  during  1907  were  35  boys 
and  83  girls,  making  a total  of  68.  This  gives  a rate  per 
thousand  of  16*88. 

The  nett  deaths  in  the  district  during  1907  were  42, 
giving  a rate  per  thousand  of  10*11. 

The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were  3, 
giving  a rate  per  thousand  births  of  44*11. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1907  was  26, 
giving  a natural  increase  of  0*626  per  cent.,  as  against 
0*289  in  1906;  0*602  in  1905;  0*650  in  1904;  0 626  in 
1903;  0*216  in  1902;  and  0*602  in  1901. 

As,  however,  the  population  decreased  by  232  between 
the  census  of  1891  and  that  of  1901,  it  seems  safest  to 
calculate  on  a stationary  population. 

The  census  population  of  Charlesworth  was  1967. 
Deaths  in  1907  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Rate  per  thousand  , ...  ...  ...  10*67 

The  census  population  of  Chisworth  was  409. 

Deaths  in  1907  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rate  per  thousand  ...  ...  ...  ...  9*78 

The  census  population  of  Ludworth  was  1775. 

Deaths  in  1907  17 

Rate  per  thousand  9*57 
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DEATHS  FROM  PHTHISIS  IN  SEVEN  YEARS. 


Year. 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  i,ooo. 

1901  

3 

0-72 

1902  

3 

...  0-72 

1903  

5 

1-20 

1904  

4 

0-96 

1905 

2 

0-48 

1906  

4 

0-96 

1907  

2 

0-48 

There  was  1 

death  from  other  Tubercular  diseases  in 

1907,  against  2 in 

1906  ; 1 in  1905  ; 2 in  1904  ; 4 in  1903 ; 

and  none  in  1901  and  1902. 

Birth,  Death,  and  Infantile  Death  Rates  for  ten  years: — 

Infantile 

Year.  Birth  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

Death  Rate. 

1898  

. 23-4  

...  130  

. ...  80-8 

1899  

. 21-4  

...  13-8  

166-6 

1900  

. 21-8  ...  

...  13-4  

76-9 

1901  

. 21-4  

...  15-4  

101*1 

1902  

. 16-3  

..  14*2  

102*9 

1903  

. 20-2  

..  18-9  

83-3 

1904  

. 18-3  

...  11-8  

......  658 

1905  

. 18-0  

..  12-0  

..  . 53-3 

1906  

. 19-0  

...  161  

....  139-2 

1907  

. 16-3  

..  10-1  

44-1 

The  Deaths 

in  the  district  during  1907 

were  from  the 

following  diseases 

: — 

Measles 

• • • • • • 

1 

Phthisis 

• • • • • • 

• • ... 

2 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

• • • • • . 

1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

...  ... 

...  2 

Bronchitis 

• • • * • • 

. * . . , . 

7 

Pneumonia 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

• • • ... 

...  5 

Accidents 

• • • • • « 

• • • • • 

1 

Suicides 

• • ... 

1 

Unclassified  Diseases 

• . • ... 

...  20 
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There  have  been  no  deaths  from  Smallpox,  Scarlet 
Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup,  Croup,  Typhus,  Enteric  or  other  continued  Fevers. 
Epidemic  Influenza,  Cholera,  Plague,  Diarrhoea,  Enteritis, 
Puerperal  Fever,  Erysipelas,  other  Septic  Diseases, 
Pleurisy,  Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver,  Venereal  Diseases, 
Premature  Birth,  Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition,  or 
Rheumatic  Fever. 

CHARACTER  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  Glossop-Dale  Rural  District  consists  of  some 
places  of  a more  urban  character,  separated  by  other 
portions  of  a strictly  rural  and  agricultural  character. 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  house  accommodation  of  the  district  is  on  the 
average  fairly  good  for  the  nature  of  the  district. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  PEOPLE. 

The  employment  of  the  people  is  very  varied. 
Many  of  them  are  railway  servants;  a great  many  are 
farmers,  or  farm  labourers  ; many  are  employed  in  cotton 
mills,  print  works,  etc.,  either  in  or  out  of  the  district. 

WATER  SUPPLY  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  strictly  rural  parts  of  the  district  are  supplied 
with  water  chiefly  by  shallow  wells,  and  refuse  matters  are 
chiefly  disposed  of  in  privy-middens  and  ash-pits. 

In  the  case  of  the  more  urban  portions,  water  is  in 
most  cases  supplied  from  reservoirs  belonging  to  Lord 
Howard  of  Glossop,  and  for  the  sewage  of  Marple  Bridge 
you  have  a system  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works. 
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Public  scavenging  has  not  been  adopted  in  any  part  of 
the  district. 


BYE-LAWS. 

The  Bural  District  has  bye-laws  in  force  for  Common 
Lodging-Houses,  and  for  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  as 
well  as  regulations  under  the  Contagious  Diseases  (Animals) 
Act,  and  the  Dairies,  Cow-sheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Order. 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  71  on  the  register.  The  Inspector  has 
made  26  inspections. 

BAKE-HOUSES. 

There  are  4 in  the  district — 2 in  Charlesworth  and  2 
in  Ludworth.  The  Inspector  has  made  8 visits.  He  found 
them  in  good  order. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  Slaughter-houses  are  not  registered.  The 
Inspector  has  visited  and  found  them  in  good  order. 


WORK-SHOPS. 

There  are  16  work-shops  in  the  district.  The 
Inspector  has  made  12  visits,  and  found  them  satisfactory. 
The  Inspector  also  paid  6 visits  to  Factories. 

HOME  WORK. 

There  is  to  my  knowledge  no  home  work  in  the  sense 
of  the  Act  in  our  district. 
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SCHOOLS. 

The  Schools  are,  I think,  in  good  sanitary 
condition,  but  will  be  more  fully  examined  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Schools. 


NUISANCES. 

The  Inspector  reports  68  notices  served  for  abatement 
of  nuisances,  and  reports  abatement  in  60  cases. 

Twenty-one  houses  were  disinfected  after  Infectious 
Diseases. 

VISITS  PAID  BY  MEDICAL  OFFICER. 

On  April  22nd  I visited  Rose  Brow,  Marple  Bridge, 
and  Hollins  Lane. 

On  June  10th  I visited  Ludworth  to  investigate 
an  alleged  nuisance  in  a garden  attached  to  one  of  the 
houses  there.  The  matter  has  been  discussed  by  you. 

In  September  and  October  I visited  and  investigated 
some  cellar  dwellings  at  Marple  Bridge. 

I paid  many  visits  in  connection  with  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

We  have  had  36  eases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1907, 
against  37  in  1906  ; 9 in  1905  ; 4 in  1904  ; 7 in  1903  ; 32  in 
1902  ; 7 in  1901 ; and  15  in  1900. 
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Of  the  36  cases  in  1907,  we  had  11  in  Charlesworth, 
none  in  Chisworth,  and  25  in  Ludworth. 

There  was  no  death  from  the  disease  in  the  Rural 
District. 

Ten  cases  were  removed  to  Chinley  Hospital. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  cases  were  chiefly  in 
Charlesworth,  the  infection  being  conveyed  from  the 
Borough. 

Later  in  the  year  they  were  chiefly  in  Ludworth,  and 
largely  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Compstall  Bridge,  the 
infection  being  conveyed  from  Cheshire. 

In  April  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday  School  in 
Compstall  Bridge  was  requested  to  close  his  school  in  order 
to  support  the  action  of  the  Medical  Officer  for  Compstall  in 
closing  the  Day  School  in  that  district. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP. 

There  was  one  case  of  Diphtheria  in  1907.  There  was 
no  case  in  1906. 

There  were  2 of  Diphtheria  in  1905  ; and  2 in  1904  ; 
none  of  either  disease  in  1903  ; 1 case  of  Membranous 
Croup  in  1902  ; 4 cases  of  Diphtheria  in  1901  ; and  1 case 
in  1900. 

There  was  no  death  in  1907. 

ERYSIPELAS. 

There  were  2 cases  of  this  affection  in  1907  ; no  case 
in  1906;  4 cases  in  1905  ; 2 in  1904  ; 3 in  1903  ; 3 in  1902  ; 
2 in  1901  ; and  3 in  1900. 

There  was  no  death  in  1907. 
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TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  was  one  case  of  this  disease  in  Charlesworth, 
which  recovered. 

There  was  1 case  in  1906  ; 1 case  in  1905  ; 2 in  1904  ; 
2 in  1903  ; 6 in  1902  ; 2 in  1901  ; and  2 in  1900. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

There  was  one  case  in  1907,  which  recovered. 


There  were  altogether  41  cases  of  notifiable  diseases 
in  the  Rural  District  during  1907. 

The  cases  are  generally  investigated  both  by  the 
Medical  Officer  and  the  Inspector,  and  in  most  cases 
disinfectants  are  gratuitously  supplied. 

Certificates  of  exclusion  when  required  are  sent  to  the 
schools. 

Facilities  are  afforded  by  the  kindness  of  the  County 
Council  for  bacteriological  examinations,  in  cases  of  Typhoid 
and  Diphtheria,  at  the  University  of  Birmingham. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act  has  now 
been  in  force  for  seven  years.  I recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  of  1890. 

MEASLES. 

There  was  one  death  in  Charlesworth  from  this 
disease  in  1907. 
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REQUIREMENTS  OP  DISTRICT. 

For  the  Rural  Parts  of  the  District  : 

(1.)  Prevention  of  contamination  of  the  wells  by 
surface  water. 

(2.)  Cleanliness  in  connection  with  privies,  middeng, 
and  ash-pits. 

(3.)  Clean,  commodious,  and  well-ventilated  cow- 
houses. 

(4.)  Early  removal  of  manure  and  other  offensive 
matters  from  the  neighbourhood  of  farm  buildings. 

(5.)  Adoption,  where  possible,  of  earth  closets. 

For  the  more  Urban  Parts  : 

(1.)  A sewage  scheme  for  Cottage  Lane,  Gamesley. 

(2.)  Adoption  of  water  closets  in  Marple  Bridge  and 
Compstall  Bridge. 

(3.)  Adoption  of  ash-bins  when  and  where  possible. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 


Yours  truly, 


DUNCAN  J.  MACKENZIE,  M.D. 


Glossop, 

February  24th,  ] 908. 


